




The Stanford Institute for Creativity and the Arts
Many of the goals of the Arts Initiative described in previous sections may be met through 

Stanford’s existing programs, including the university’s core arts departments and performing  

groups. But some of these goals will also require new resources that cut across current  

programs and traditional academic boundaries. For this purpose, the university established the  

Stanford Institute for Creativity and the Arts (SICA) in 2006. SICA serves as the administrative 

and strategic center of the Arts Initiative, leading the creation of new undergraduate programs, 

hosting artists in residence, awarding grants for research and teaching, incubating performances  

and exhibitions, and developing new degree programs.

SICA represents not only the arts and humanities, but also the 
natural sciences, earth sciences, engineering, medicine, business, 
education, and law. In order to involve this broad range of faculty 
and students in a focused, constructive way, the institute is orga-
nized around three centers: 

• T he Center for Humanities and the Arts

• T he Center for Arts, Science, and Technology

• T he Center for Global Arts

Some SICA projects are already identified, such as the multi-
disciplinary grantmaking and graduate degree programs described 
earlier (see “Creating New Programs and Expanding Partner-
ships”). These efforts encourage teams of faculty from different 
departments to collaborate and would enable graduate students 
to combine study in multiple art forms.

Other SICA projects will take shape as the institute becomes  
a forum for students and faculty from all parts of the university. 
SICA will work closely with Stanford’s seven schools and  
numerous arts organizations to ensure the whole of artistic life  
at Stanford is greater than the sum of its parts.

Three art critics from prominent newspapers 

and magazines will visit Stanford in a series  

of intensive residencies designed to incorporate 

journalistic arts criticism more fully into  

academic discussion of art. Their yearlong  

dialogue with Stanford artists, humanities  

scholars, and students will culminate in a one-

day colloquium focused on a campus exhibit  

or performance. SICA provided pilot funds 

for this collaboration led by faculty in dance, 

English, and the Stanford Humanities Center 

(pictured above).

A student in religious studies asked music 

professor Jonathan Berger why trance music 

from different cultures tends to have the same 

tempo. The question led to a symposium 

on “Rhythmic Entrainment” that convened 

anthropologists, religious studies scholars, 

ethnomusicologists, psychologists, cognitive 

scientists, and neurologists. SICA supported 

the gathering, which launched a four-year 

research project that will affect the study  

of consciousness and suggest new methods  

to treat depression, anxiety, insomnia, chronic 

pain, and other conditions. 

SICA cosponsors Stanford’s new annual Pan-Asian Music Festival,  

a weeklong series of concerts, film, dance, and literature. In some years, 

the festival takes a regional focus, for example South Asia, with  

performances ranging from Bollywood film scores to Sufi devotional 

music. Other festivals highlight musical forms, such as percussion.  

In 2007, students in Stanford Taiko joined Taiko master Kenny Endo 

(pictured) for a sold-out world premiere of a newly commissioned work.

Image on reverse: An undergraduate painter in a studio art class. Stanford offers  
approximately 600 arts classes each year. Photo credit: Steve Gladfelter Photo credit: Joel Lewenstein Photo credit: Getty Images
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Only at Stanford

“�The imagination needs to be cultivated and developed to assure success in life.  
A man will never construct anything he cannot conceive.”

L e l a n d  St a nfo   r d

“�Through The Stanford Challenge, we will bring the transformative power  
of the arts to a 21st-century education.” 

J o h n  L .  H e nn  e s s y
S ta n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s i d e n t



Only at Stanford
Stanford enjoys distinct advantages in undertaking the Arts Initiative. In addition to  

wonderful arts departments and an energetic campus arts scene, the university exhibits  

a level of entrepreneurial collaboration among its schools and departments that is possible 

at few other institutions. The university’s location is also unique, in the midst of amazing  

cultural diversity.

World-Class Arts Programs

The arts at Stanford already encompass superb performers  
and presenting organizations, including the Stanford Symphony 
Orchestra and the St. Lawrence String Quartet, the Cantor Arts 
Center and Stanford Lively Arts performance series, and the  
core programs in art and art history, creative writing, drama 
and dance, and music. An array of student performance groups 
makes the campus a rich environment for both artists and  
audiences.

Integral Arts Departments 

Unlike the arts departments at the majority of large universities, 
those at Stanford have not experienced the traditional division 
between art practitioners and art scholars. Nor are the arts at 
Stanford housed in separate conservatories or colleges. Rather, 
they remain firmly rooted in the humanities, where history, 
theory, and context surround hands-on instruction, performance, 
and exhibition.

Unified Campus

Stanford is one of the few universities to achieve preeminence 
not only in the fundamental sciences, social sciences, and 
humanities, but also in earth sciences, education, engineering, 
business, law, and medicine. And while many universities are 
geographically divided into separate, even distant sites, Stanford 
occupies a single, unified campus. A museum curator can  
literally cross the street to discuss a symposium on science and 
the arts with a member of the Chemistry Department. 

Interdisciplinary Collaboration 

Physical proximity has fostered a spirit of entrepreneurship 
at Stanford. For example, a Stanford patent for regulating 
frequency modulations revolutionized the music industry three 
decades ago and is now ubiquitous in electronic devices from 
cell phones to toys. It was invented in a lab that combined  
computer science, psychology, and engineering with music  
research and composition. Stanford’s culture and track record 
give SICA a tremendous head start. 

A Culturally Diverse Region

Stanford sits in one of the most culturally diverse regions in the 
nation. According to the U.S. Census for 2000, more than  
112 languages are spoken in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
Stanford’s position on the Pacific Rim also provides a unique 
vantage on the global economy. No university is better situated 
to take an active lead in worldwide cultural exchange.

 

Image on reverse: An untitled bronze by sculptor Deborah Butterfield, on loan from 
Deedee and Burt McMurtry, greets 150,000 annual visitors to Stanford’s Cantor Arts 
Center. Photo credit: Steve Gladfelter 

Photo credits: Steve Gladfelter/Visual Art Services (top left), Anthony Parmelee (top right), 
The Stanford Daily (middle), Steve Castillo (bottom)

The Grammy-nominated St. Lawrence String Quartet (pictured above)  

is Stanford’s ensemble in residence. 

The Stanford Symphony Orchestra draws musicians from throughout  

the student body and performs around the world. 

The unique collections of Stanford’s Cantor Arts Center span Africa, 

Asia, Oceania, the ancient Americas and Native American arts, the 

ancient Mediterranean, and five centuries of European and American 

art. With 150,000 annual visitors, the museum serves as one of the 

university’s most important links to the community.  

The Stanford Lively Arts series sponsors almost 50 performances each 

year, bringing world-renowned musicians, dancers, and artists to  

campus. Most of these visitors engage in artist-in-residence programs  

or conduct master classes that give students face-to-face opportunities. 

Stanford offers approximately 600 arts classes annually. The music 

department presents more than 150 concerts and recitals each year, 

with more than 800 students. Drama and dance create more than 20 

productions annually, involving more than 1,000 students.  

Stanford’s doctoral program in drama is ranked among the top three  

in the United States.  

Stanford’s Film and Media Studies program offers one of the top  

graduate filmmaking degrees in the country. The program’s recently 

added undergraduate major takes full advantage of Stanford’s strengths 

in new media technology.  

Stanford’s Stegner Fellows program in creative writing, named for  

Wallace Stegner, the founder of the university’s creative writing program, 

attracts some of the finest young poets and prose writers in the world.    

Stanford’s Center for Computer Research in Music and Acoustics 

(CCRMA) is one of the world’s leading programs for advanced work  

in computer music.  

More than 90 arts-related student organizations flourish on campus, 

involving approximately 1,500 students, from long-standing groups  

like Ram’s Head Theatrical Society or the Talisman a cappella ensemble 

(pictured at left) to new dance groups like Tap@Stanford.  



Investing in the Future
For many students, Stanford is the place where they first experience the transforming 
power of the arts. For me, it was the mesmerizing beauty of Yeats’s poetry, some  
verses of which have been seared into my being. I was fortunate to pursue my interest  
in this artist’s life and work in class and in the writing of a senior thesis, under the  
guidance of thoughtful, passionate teachers.  

My hope is that through the Arts Initiative, all Stanford students will be afforded  
similar opportunities. 

For art transforms life, making of the basic facts of existence something meaningful  
and lasting. Art honors the individual expressions of our shared human experience  
and, by so doing, provides the lens of another person’s perspective. Through art,  
we respond to the universal questions that Gauguin highlighted in the title of his  
masterwork: Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?

As Stanford seeks solutions to the world’s most complex problems, we cannot claim  
to educate the leaders of the 21st century without exposing all our students to  
the immensity and richness of our cultural heritage or providing them the opportunity  
to appreciate the varied artistic languages of melody, verse, and visual image by which  
to create the arts of our time.

Please join me in supporting Stanford’s efforts to bring the arts to the center  
of a great university.

Sincerely, 

Roberta Denning, ’75, MBA ’78 

Steering Committee Member, The Stanford Challenge

Roberta Denning, ’75, MBA ’78

Photo credit: Steve Castillo



Giving Opportunities
The Stanford Challenge offers an opportunity to make  

a lasting contribution to the future of Stanford, and — through 

the results of our research and the leaders we educate —  

the world.  The following section provides an overview of the 

Arts Initiative’s campaign priorities as well as details on ways 

to give. Opportunities exist to support our extraordinary  

faculty and students and to create transformative programs 

and cutting-edge facilities.



Investing in the Best and the Brightest
At the heart of any great institution are the people whose vision and talent define it. 
Through The Stanford Challenge, we seek funding for endowed chairs to recruit and 
recognize world-class scholars and for graduate fellowship funds that will enable us  
to continue to attract the most promising students.

Professorships

Endowed professorships are critical to Stanford’s ability both to attract and retain top 
faculty. They are the highest honor the university can bestow upon current faculty who 
have made extraordinary contributions to research and teaching. They also enable 
us to offer competitive compensation packages in recruiting scholars who are in high 
demand around the country and the world.

Just as the roster of endowed chair holders stands as an honor roll of the most distin-
guished faculty members in any generation, the roster of professorship donors is an 
elite group of Stanford’s most farsighted and generous friends who have made enduring  
contributions to the university’s excellence and independence. Donors may establish 
professorships in their own names or in the names of others whom they wish to honor, 
and the chairs will exist in perpetuity. Income from the endowed gift pays the faculty 
member’s salary and associated costs. In many cases, the income also defrays  
expenses related to the faculty member’s work, such as library, staff support, travel, 
and other research-related expenses.

Several kinds of professorships will directly shape the Arts Initiative. Some will be 
based in traditional academic departments; some will be deployed as needed to give 
the incumbent the ability to pursue teaching and research in more than one depart-
ment. This plan will allow flexibility in placing faculty strategically to fill gaps, for 
example in Islamic art, or to concentrate faculty in key areas where promising work  
is being done, such as ethnomusicology.

Musicians at Stanford play over the Internet with coun-
terparts located in Sweden using a real-time audiovisual 

system developed by Professor Kristine Samuelson, 
director of Stanford’s Film and Media Studies Program, 
and Chris Chafe (center), the Duca Family Professor in 

Stanford’s Department of Music, along with colleagues at 
the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm.  

Audiences on both continents could also interact.

Photo credit: L.A. Cicero/Stanford News Service
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Directorships

Strategic programs in the arts require special leadership. Stanford seeks endowed  
directorships for the faculty who lead the Stanford Institute for Creativity and the Arts, 
the Hasso Plattner Institute of Design, the Film and Media Studies Program, and the 
Stanford Lively Arts performance series.

Centers and Institutes

The Arts Initiative includes support for curatorships at the Cantor Arts Center and 
lectureships at the Hasso Plattner Institute of Design. The scholars and practitioners 
who fill these roles are important members of Stanford’s creative community.

Visiting Artists and Scholars

Stanford’s arts community is greatly enriched by visiting artists and scholars.  
Donors may support a variety of visitor programs, including artist residencies through 
Stanford’s Institute for Diversity in the Arts and residencies for ensembles and theater 
companies.

Graduate Fellowships

The university’s mission of excellence in teaching, learning, and research is fully 
embodied in its graduate students. The primary criteria for admission are superior 
academic achievement and a potential to contribute to the academic and professional 
communities and to society as a whole. The competition is intense, and only the top 
candidates in each school and department are admitted. Once admitted, students are 
offered financial support that usually comprises a combination of fellowships, loans, 
and teaching or research assistantships. Endowed fellowships are key to our ability  
to offer the support needed to continue attracting the most talented graduate students.

The late poet and performance artist Sekou Sundiata 
teaches an undergraduate course on Writing for  
Performance during a campus residency sponsored by 
the Drama Department’s Institute for Diversity in the 
Arts. During the residency, Stanford Lively Arts presented 
Sundiata’s one-man show Blessing the Boats. Stanford 
also co-commissioned and presented the world premiere 
of his multimedia work 51st (dream) state.



Supporting World-Class Programs
Donors can provide critical support to the programs at the center of the Arts Initiative, 
fostering a culture of creativity throughout the university.

Interdisciplinary Faculty Research Funds

New funds will support competitive grant-making through the Stanford Institute  
for Creativity and the Arts (SICA) to teams of Stanford faculty from multiple fields for  
innovative arts programming, research, and projects.

Arts Curriculum Enhancement Funds

Funds will allow SICA to develop new courses, including undergraduate offerings  
in the existing Introduction to the Humanities, Introductory Seminars, and Sophomore 
College programs, as well as the addition of arts elements to courses outside the  
traditional arts departments.

Commissions, Performances, and Events

New funds will allow SICA and the Stanford Lively Arts series to convene performances, 
festivals, symposia, lectures, and other events that bring together multiple Stanford  
departments, artists, and presenting organizations to create arts experiences for the  
entire campus and the surrounding community. This includes commissions for new 
works through Stanford’s partnerships with national and international arts organizations.

Graduate Program Funds

Donors may support specific arts programs, such as the Film and Media Studies  
Program, which includes a popular new undergraduate major and a world-renowned 
graduate program in documentary film.

The Cantor Arts Center

Within the Cantor Arts Center, opportunities exist to support collections development, 
academic initiatives, and a community K-12 education project.

Student Programs

Donors may support a variety of arts experiences for student performers and audiences, 
including sponsored travel for student arts groups, “Off the Farm” arts excursions, 
grants for student arts projects, and arts programs in student residences.

A member of the Merce Cunningham dance company  
performs with motion-tracking sensors at the Stanford  
Medical Center as part of the course Anatomy of Movement. 
Students attempted to quantify the essence of Cunningham’s  
choreography as one of several multidisciplinary projects  
tied to the company’s 2005 campus residency. The course 
continues to bring together students from the arts, sciences, 
and engineering.

Photo credit: L.A. Cicero/Stanford News Service
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Building for the Future
Stanford’s master plan for arts facilities provides the infrastructure for the Arts Initiative.  
Buildings now in the planning stage include the following:

Performing arts center

Naming opportunities in the new Performing Arts Center include a theater,  
enhancements to Frost Amphitheater, exhibition space, a program room, and other 
spaces to be planned.

art and art history building

The new Art and Art History Building will be named in honor of a lead donor. Other 
naming opportunities include art studios and classrooms, a digital and slide library,  
an auditorium, and other spaces to be planned.

Cantor Arts Center

Within the Cantor Arts Center, galleries can be named in recognition of leadership gifts.

Stanford students perform Secret Love in Peach  
Blossom Land, by Stan Lai, one of the most influential 

playwrights in Asia. While at Stanford as a visiting 
professor, Lai himself translated and directed the first 

English-language production of his internationally  
acclaimed play in sold-out campus performances.



Ways to Give

Endowed Funds

An endowed fund — most often for a professorship or fellowship — establishes  
a permanent fund that recognizes the donor or someone the donor wishes to honor  
in perpetuity and provides Stanford with a continuing source of support.

Term Endowment

Term endowment funds are spent over a specific period of time during which they are  
invested with the university’s endowment to take advantage of potentially higher  
investment returns. These gifts recognize that a valuable set of activities may not exist  
in perpetuity, but that a significant investment for a period of time can help them  
grow and achieve a measure of stability.

Expendable Funds

Gifts to expendable funds are spent as they come in and may be made in support  
of specific programs, research, or people of the donor’s choosing, for example,  
an established or new interdisciplinary program.

Capital Gifts

Gifts made for capital projects support construction and renovation costs associated  
with a particular building.

Planned Giving

Through careful planning, a donor may be able to make a sizable contribution  
to Stanford and the Arts Initiative through a bequest or living trust; by designating  
Stanford as the beneficiary of a life insurance policy, IRA, or other retirement plan;  
or by means of a “life income gift” that can provide a donor with considerable  
tax savings currently as well as an income for life. 



To Learn More
We welcome the opportunity to tell you 

more about how you can take part in The 

Stanford Challenge and the Arts Initiative.   

Please contact us:

Barbara Frerichs

Director of Development

The Arts Initiative

The Frances C. Arrillaga Alumni Center

326 Galvez Street

Stanford, CA  94305-6105

650.723.9354 (T)

650.736.2094 (F)

E-mail: barbara.frerichs@stanford.edu

thestanfordchallenge.stanford.edu




